
Kinnelhead Wind Farm Proposal
kinnelhead-windfarm.co.uk

Maximising the local benefit

A power for good
RES seeks to be a power for good in communities 
that neighbour our projects by working 
openly and constructively to ensure tangible 
local benefits. We believe that onshore wind 
should provide direct, lasting benefits to local 
communities and there are a number of ways that 
this can be achieved.

Local Electricity Discount Scheme 
(LEDS) 
Our unique Local Electricity 
Discount Scheme (LEDS) 
was developed in response 
to research and feedback 
from local communities 
around RES’ operational wind farms, and 
seeks to deliver direct and tangible benefits 
to people living and working closest to 
them. LEDS offers an annual discount to the 
electricity bills of those properties closest to a 
participating wind farm and there is no need 
to change energy provider. 

If this is something that you are interested in 
as a potential part of a tailored community 
benefits package at Kinnelhead, please note 
this in your formal written feedback to RES 
and also let our project team know if you have 
any questions.

Tailored community benefits package
We are committed to a community benefits 
package that would be worth £5,000 per 
megawatt (or equivalent) of installed capacity 
per annum. Based on the current scoping layout, 
this would equate to £855,000 per annum (index 
linked) for the local area. We take a tailored 
approach and work directly with the community 
to understand how the wind farm could support 
the local area and help to secure long-term 
economic, social and environmental benefits. 

This approach will help to deliver a tailored 
community benefits package that is aligned 
with the priorities of the local community and 
could, for instance, provide funding for projects 
that sit outside the parameters of a traditional 
application-based fund.	As part of this exhibition 
and consultation period we are seeking feedback 
on your ideas for local benefits and priority 
projects that you would like to see supported or 
delivered in your community from the Kinnelhead 
Wind Farm project, should it receive consent. 
Some examples from other communities that 
we’ve worked with include:

•	 biodiversity initiatives
•	 apprenticeships/educational schemes
•	 funding for schools and local community groups 
•	 improved broadband provision 
•	 improvements to local footpaths and/or signage
•	 business start-up initiatives
•	 improvements to village halls 
•	 community defibrillators
•	 electric car charging points
•	 funding for local groups and organisations

It is important to note that voluntary 
community benefits are not a material planning 
consideration.

Shared ownership - Is this of interest 
to the community? 
RES is also interested to understand whether 
there is any appetite from community groups 
in exploring the potential opportunity of shared 
ownership in the wind farm. If shared ownership 
is something that interests you, please put this 
on your comments form and speak to our project 
team. Local Energy Scotland is the independent 
body that manages the Scottish Government’s 
Community and Renewable Energy Scheme 
(CARES). To find out more visit: www.localenergy.
scot/hub/shared-ownership.


